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JuDcts XIX. zo. 
Aud it was fo, that all that ſaw it ſaid, 


there was no ſuch deed done nor ſeen, 


from the day that the children of Iſrael 
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monſtrous crimes, is a ſort of acceſſory 
guilt in thoſe who did not commit them. 

Pon (putting it out of the ſuppoſition 
that ſins of ſuch a nature lay the place 
under a curſe where they are committed, 
Wn — till 


( 4) 


till it is cleansd by the Blood of the 
Offenders) to be wanting in a due indig- 
nation at ſuch abominable wickedneſs, is 
a ſign that we have neither a zeal of God, 
nor for the publick good; and both re- 
ligion and humanity ſuffer in ſuch a cri- 
minal indifference. 

Bur the ſuppoſition muſt by no means 
be laid aſide that the land is defil'd, till 
ſins of a crying guilt are purſu d, and 
fully reveng d. God hath wrote it down 
in ſuch capital edicts, that they mult be 
purſu'd ; that there ſhall be no ſanctua- 
ry, no protection for ſuch enormous 
criminals; that there ſhall be no ſafety, 
no attonement for the innocent, but by 
bringing the guilty to juſtice ; that falſe 
compaſhon to ſuch contagious monſters 
of men, is real cruelty to our ſelves; 
and we become Partakers of their fans 
in the worſt of ſenſes, by ſuffering the 
5 Divine Inquiſition to hang over our heads, 
unleſs we are careful and earneſt, as ae 
as in us lies, to cleanſe our 8 from 


their guilt, by the expiation of their pu- 
niſnment. 2 SUCH 


"T9 


 Svcn is that defilement of blood which 
now lies upon us, in the moſt lewd and 
beaſtly murder that ſurely was ever com- 
mitted: A murder committed by ſons 
of Belial among us, which reflects upon 
the education, the diſcipline, the autho- 


rity of the place we live in: For ſons of 


Belial, if we reſpe& the etymology or 


compoſition of the word, are wretches 
who have no knowledge of God, or ſenſe 
of religion : Wretches, who arc under 
no reſtraint, but boundleſs in their iniqui- 


ties: And what diſhonour muſt it caſt 


upon chriſtian parentage, chriſtian inſti- 
tution, and indeed, the chriſtian name, 
that ſuch wretches ſhou'd grow up under 
no manner of chriſtian reſtraint, to in- - 
volve us in the guilt of crimes, horrible 
to chriſtian ſenſe and polluting to chri- 
{tian ears! | W OTE 

Bur we have this to comfort our ſelves 
with, under our preſent local defilement, 
that, as the divine Wiſdom hath pre- 
ſcrib'd a method for us, how we may 


| cleanſe our ſelves from this blood; ſo 


wc 


(65) 


we have teſtified our actual innocence, 
by our deteſtation of the unparalled crime; 
and purſu'd the audacious criminals, 
that their guilt might not reſt upon us. 
Ax as there is no precedent in the 
Scriptures which ſo nearly reſembles the 
late barbarity committed among us, as 
that which is recorded for us in the 
chapter of my text, ſo it is fit that the 
ſame indignation and zeal ſhould animate 
us, as did the Iſraelites in the ſame caſe. 
To it was ſo, that all that ſaw it ſaid, 
there was no ſuch thing done nor ſeen, from 
the day that the children of Iſrael came 
np out of the land of Atgypt unto this 
day. Conſider of it; take advice; and 
ſpeak your minds. „ 
Is ſpeaking to theſe words I ſhall, 
I. Cors iD the fact of my text, and the 
exemplary abhorrence which the //- 
raelites expreſsd againſt it, as both 
may ſerve to heighten the late crime 
committed among us, and our juſt 
indignation at it. e 
II. Tur large revenge which they 
took 


(7) 
took of that deteſted murder, as ne- 
ceſſary to free themſelves from the 
- guilt in which they had been, other- 
wiſe, involy'd. 

III. Tn uſes we ought to make of the 
whole parallel caſe, and how we may 
probably prevent the like future 
wickedneſs. 

I. Thx let us conſider the fact of 
my text, and the exemplary abhor- 

_ rence which the //-ae/rtes expreſs'd 


againſt it, thereby to heighten the 


late crime committed among us, 

and our juſt indignation at it. 

A Levite of Mount Ephraim, return- 
ing from Bethlehem Judah home ward, 
with his concubine or wife, took up his 
lodging at Gibeah, a city of the Ben- 
jamites. e 5 

ThE men of Gzheah, being addicted 
to the ſin of Sodom and Gomorrah, de- 
mand to have knowledge of this ſtranger, 
in that abominable nameleſs way: how- 
ever, his concubine they get, and a- 
buſe her all night; and the Levite finds 

a her 


(8) 
her dead in the morning, at the door 
of his entertainers houſe. | 
IT sR concubines were a lower fort of 
wives, or hand-maids, married without 
writings or other legal ceremonies ; and 
their children were legitimate, but not 
heirs to the fathers eſtate. There was 
no diſreputation to the //-aelztes in the 
keeping of them: and, but that our Savi- 
our tells us they were diſpens'd with, in 
this, by God, for the hardneſs of their 
hearts, the indulgence is mentioned in 
the Old Teſtament with no manner of 
blemiſh. . T 

Hap it been otherwiſe, or the Levite 
had been conſcious to himſelf that his 
companying with that woman was cri- 
minal, he would not have made ſo loud 
a declaration of his wrongs, nor call'd 
for ſo publick a revenge: but as his cir- 
cumſtance was without ſuſpicion his com- 
plaints were without reſerve; and he fear'd 
not to make all //ae/ judges of the ſin- 
gular injury. 


(9) 

InpzeD, the barbarity of the manner 
in which his concubine loſt her life, put 
him upon a method of challenging juſ- 
tice which was ſomething unnatural as 
well as extraordinary: He divided her 
carcale into twelve pieces, and ſent a part 
of it to every tribe in //7ael. But as 
paſſion dictated a courſe which was never 
thought of before, ſo the unuſual fight, 
as much as the unuſual murder, pro- 
curd him the concurrence of a deep and 

univerſal ſympathy. 

Tu Tribes unanimouſly declare them- 
ſelves deteſters of the ſhocking fact; and 
in reflecting upon the foulneſs of it, 
they ſeem to bleſs themſelves that / 
rael was never chargeable with ſuch a- 
bominable guilt before: By how much the 
more the crime was unparallePd, by ſo 
much the more they ſicken'd in contem- 
plation of it. Their hearts turn'd with- 

in them to think, that any of the ſeed 

of Jacob, any under the regulation of 
ſuch divine laws and ordinances as they 
were, ſhould blacken the whole name, 

B ſtigmatize 


1 
ſtigmatize the whole theocraſie, by lay- 
ing ſuch a brutal murder to the charge of 
Gods ele, as heathens, without any 
faw, would diſdain to perpetrate. And 
When they call upon one another con- 
fuſedly to conſider the matter, to con- 
ſult, deliberate, and ſpeak freely about it, 
it gives us ſuch an image of an inſpir'd 
perturbation, as ſhew'd they would nei- 
ther bear the ſcandal of the crime, nor 
ſuffer the offenders to live. = 
PxrMIT me, Ibeſeech you, to bring th 
precedent home; and to inculcate, that 
whereas the murder lately committed a- 
mong us exceeds that of my text in ma- 
ny hateful circumſtances, our abhor- 
rence and zeal againſt it, ought not to 
be leſs. EE 
HRE, we have not only that vile ſtu- 
pration to abominate, which; for ought 
we ſee, was the whole of the Gheathrres 
crime, and might have ended, like that 
in a bloodleſs death; but we have ſuch 
ſubſequent cruelties to nauſeate upon it, 
as. demonſtrate our ſons of Belial ws 
| been 
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been children of Hell. Here, luſt, even ſa- 


tisfy'd turn'd into infernal rage; and the 


manner of the murder was ſo exquiſitely ſa- 


vage that the poor victim was kill'd by 
peace- meal, ſcratch'd, and tore, and kick d, 


and ſtampt to death. Here ſeem'd to be a 
delight, which could be copied from 
none but fiends, in the bitter ſhriekings 
of intolerable miſery: and her torturers 
reſted till ſhe could ſcream again, as if 
her painful ſenſations without her cries, 
were a ſort of defeat to their cruelty. 


Was there ever ſuch a thing ſeen or 
done in our Iſrael? take advice, and ſpeak 


your minds. Was there ever * e 


guiltineſs, ſuch crying blood, heard of 
and not deteſted, deteſted and not re- 
veng d: Bleſſed he God, we have de- 


teſted it, we do deteſt it ; ad thoſe who 


have any religion or humanity in them 


cannot but deteſt it! 


AxD yet, O ſhame to every ſentiment 
which can flow from God or nature, 
there are of thoſe among us who have 


converſed with theſe murderers; who 


2 have 


612 
have frequently ſeen them ſince they be- 
came ſuch devoted heads; who cou d 
have brought them to juſtice, and clean- 
fed this place from blood; and who, by 
the falſeſt notions that ever were che- 
riſh'd in uninſtructed breaſts, would be- 
come partakers of this crime by ſcreen- 
ing the hateful criminals, when they 
word run the whole countrey over in 
the purſuit of a petty thief! 

Wir the men of [/-ael made a holy 
congregation before the Lord at M:zpeh 
upon the occaſion of my text, All the 
people aroſe, as one man, ſaying, we will 
not any of us go #0 his tent, neither will any 
of us return mto his houſe, — but, we will 
do, when we come to Gibeah of Benj jamin, 
according to all the folly that they have 
wronght m Iſrael. This was a great and 
worthy reſolution, and highly becoming 
the people of God! With us, who name 
the name of Chriſt, and who, as we ſhou'd 
(by the ſeal of our common charter) de- 
part from iniquity, we ſhow'd much more 
abominate and diſcloſe all monſtrous wick- 


edneſs; 


(13) 

edneſs; it is an evangelical and moral 
ſhame that we ſhou d ever have help'd to 
conceal ſuch monſters of men, whoſe 
folly is complicated with all the aggrava- 
tions of villany! And as the Congregation 
of Iſrael afterwards ſmote the inhabitants of 
Tabeſh-Gilead with the edge of the ſword, 
becauſe they wou d not join in the puniſh- 
ment of thoſe wicked Benjamites; ſo 
ſhou'd we, who have any zeal of God, 
or for the execution of highly demerited 
Juſtice, look upon thoſe as men of Jabeſh- 
Gilead, who have not had the ſame con- 
cern with us, for ſecuring our wicked miſ- 
creants, and deny them all common conn- 
tenance, till they have ſhew'd their re- 
pentance. = 3 


T nus far, at the firſt hand, we ſhowd 
all be like- minded, in abhorring the blood 
which hath been ſhed among us, and in 
carrying on the hue and cry againſt the 


untaken murderers, to ſhew that we per- 
fectly agree with this divine declaration, 
that blood, it defileth the land: But, as 
the land cannot be cleans'd from the wood 

at. 


| 14 ) 
chat is ſhed ther ein, but by the blood of 
him that ſhed it, ſo there is ſomething 
more due from them who wou d not lie 
under God's inquiſition for blood, than 
barely to deteſt the baneful murderer, 
_ Which brings me, 
II. To conſider the large revenge 
which the aclites took upon the tribe 
of Beijamin for the murder of my 
text, as neceflary to free them from 
the ouilt in which they had otherwiſe 
been involv'd. 
1 call it a large revenge, becauſe it 


excceded the rule and roportion which 
God himſelf had Enel for the avenging 


of blood. The firſt law Which God en- 
acts againſt murder, ſpeaks no morethan 
this, whoſo ſheddeth mars blood, by man 
| ſhall his blood be ſhed; and in the book 
of Numbers, where the ſeveral forts of 
murders are ſpecify'd and defin'd, tho? 
God ſufficiently declares the diſks i in- 
fection of this ſin, yet he allows the in- 
fectious guilt to he taken off, it the of- 


| tender be brought to juſtice, and put to 


death : 


(15) 

death: But in the caſe of the woman _ 

forced till ſhe dyed by the luſtful Gibea- 

zhites, the whole tribe of Benjamin ſuf- 

fer'd, tho' but a few of their brethren. - 

were concern'd ; and the expiation itſelf _ 
| looks like a new murder, by deſtroying 

the innocent with the guilty. 

IDEE D, there is a contracted or ſecon- 
dary guilt in this ſingular crime, which 
brings men within the direct punithment- 
for that blood which they never ſpilt. 
To protect a murderer from juſtice, is 
to become a murderer one's ſelf: And 
how far human laws may lay hold on 
thoſe who make themſelves partakers of 
the crime, by protecting the criminal; 
the divine law ſubmits them to the ſame: 
temporal puniſhment; and this is a rubd 
caſe for the juſtice of that ſeverity. 

For, tho' all the men of Iſrael were 
gather'd agamſt the city of Gibeah, knit: 
together as one-man; yet, before they. 
took upon them to become the reven= 
gers of blood, they expoſtulated with the 
whole tribe of Benjamin, MC EINE 

ne. 


60 

the murderers from among them. The 
tribes of Iſrael ſent men through all the 
tribe of Benjamin, fayimg, what wicked- 
eſs is this which is done among ou? 
Now therefore delrver us the men, the 
children of Behal, which are in Gibeab, 
that we may put them to death, and put 


away evil from Iſrael. But the children 


of Benjamin would not hearken 10 the 


voice of their brethren the children of I. 


zacl, Had they deliverd up the guilty, 
they wou'd have been guiltleſs them- 
ſelves; and the ſword of 1/ael would 
have gone no farther than in cutting off 
the inhuman raviſhers of Benjamin. But 


in falſe regard to ſome few monſters of 
their own tribe, the Benjamites took the 


guilt, and drew the puniſhment upon 
themſelves. And had it not been tho- 


roughly executed upon them, almoſt to 


the extermination of their tribe, the evil 
of that execrable action wou'd have dif- 
fus'd it ſelf wider, and the divine juſtice 


would have viſited for it throughout all 


the tribes of 1/5el 
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(17) 
Tua people knew too well, at their 
own repeated coſt, what it was to ſtir 


up the anger of the Lord to viſit them 


for offences which they would not puniſh 


_ themſelves. Their ſeed was as the ſand 


of the ſea ſhore indeed, but they fell by 
multiplied thouſands upon any a& of 
publick diſobedience; and the divine 


vengeance wou'd not be pacified nor 
ſtayed, till judgment was executed upon 
the diſobedient. ES! 


Ab of all the fins which cry to hea- 
ven for vengeance, God has declar'd 
that murder makes the loudeſt demands 
upon him; and the book of Revelations 


deſcribes its redoubled importunity, how 
long, O Lord, how long wilt thou not 

judge and avenge our blood / Therefore, 
to put the matter out of his own hands, 
and to make his people judges and re- 


vengers of the crime who were the ſuf- 
ferers by it, God gave the children of 


= Jhatllaws, whereby they might govern 


themſelves in all the caſes of blood ; but 


with this reſerve to his own honour and 
$340 Vengeance, 


( 18 ) 

vengeance, that if they wou'd not take 
the life of the murderer for the life of 
the murder'd, he wou'd reſume the mat- 
ter, and ſhew himſelf a terrible avenger, 
by animadverting upon the whole land 
as puilty of blood. 
T nos there lay a fad neceſſity upon 
all the tribes of //-ael, firſt to deſtroy 
the principals in this murder at Gzeah, 
and next, to carry on their vengeance 
againſt the whole tribe of Benjamin, 
who had made themſelves preſumptuous 
acceſſories in that horrid fact; unleſs 
they wou d ſuffer themſelves to become 
criminal by not executing judgment, and 
their whole land to lie under a fearful 
expectation of divine vengeance for that 
blood. 

PERHAPS we may look upon all this as 
the ceremonial ſtrictneſs of the Moſaic 
law; to which we are not oblig'd, who 
are under another diſpenſation; a diſ- 
penſation which no where lays a land 
under divine penalties for unpunifh'd 
murders; and that therefore we are not 

under 


( 19 ) 


under the ſame common concern to 
bring ſuch offenders to juſtice. 

Bur here we ſhou'd do well to ob- 
ſerve, that at all times, and in all pla- 
ces, the reaſon of a law, and eſpecially. 
of a divine law, is the law it ſelf: And 
if murder appears, at leaſt, to be as hei- 
nous a fin, under the law of Chriſt, as it 
was under the law of Moſes ; if the rea- 
ſons for which it is a crying and impor- 
tunate fin, are, at leaſt, ſtill the fame; 
then it muſt follow, that a chriſtian land 
is, at leaſt, as much defil'd with blood, 
as the land of the Haelues cou'd be; 
and that no milder courſe can cleanſe 
it from blood, than that which God ap- 
pointed under the law of Moſes. _ 
Now the reaſons why murder will e- 
ver remain the ſame crying fin, have, 
partly a relation to God, partly to man: 
With regard to God, Irritamus Creatorem 
cum illius delemus imaginem, We pro- 
voke the Creator, when we deſtroy his 
image; for, in the image of God made 
he man: With regard to man, Incolumi— 
F CG 2 Fas 


( 20 ) 


tas ſingnlorum eft tntela omninm, the ſafe- 
ty of ſingle perſons is the ſafeguard of 


C O 


all. And if the indignity offer d to God 
be the ſame now as ever in committing 


murder, reaſon tells us we lie under the 
ſame divine inquiſition for unrevenged 


blood : if the ſaving of murderers be 
the cauſe of more murders, as experience 
throughout all ages demonſtrates that it 
is; then to ſpare the wolf is to deſtroy the 


ſheep; and ſo we doubly offend againſt 


, 


God and our neighbour too. 

Fo this reaſon we muſt not think 
that we are no wiſe concern'd in this ſe- 
vere injunction, The eye ſhall not pit 
him, neither ſhalt thou ſpare, neither 


ſhalt thou conceal him; for there lies a 


perpetual obligation upon us, eſpecially 
in God's ſight, to whom we muſt anſwer 


the contrary, and, in truth, for our 


land's fake, upon which we bring evil by 
ſuch pity and concealment, that if Our 


brother the ſon of our mother, or our ſon 
or our daughter, or the wife of our bo- 
ſom, or our friend, which 1s as our own 


ſoul, 
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( 21) 


Soul, fin againſt God and the land by 


| ſhedding of blood; we muſt leave them 
to that unalterable equity which requires 


5 life for life. 


Is moſt other criminal cafes, we may 


laubably plead for pity and pardon, as 


ve are Chriſtians, and moſt nobly fo 


when we are moſt compaſſionate: but 
the fin of blood is ſuch high treaſon 
againſt God, ſo productive of venge- 


ance upon the land which is defiled 


with it, that it calls upon our utmoſt 


fortitude neither to pity nor ſpare it, 


unleſs we would anſwer for it in judg- 


ments both here and hereafter. 


As for thoſe unhappy wretches, who 


may ſoon cleanſe this place, this land 


from blood by the legal forfeiture of 
their own; ſince juſtice has found ſome 
of them we may change the quality 
of our zeal, and contemplate them in 


the bowels of charity and compaſſion 
- for: their ſouls, © 


IT is, reſpectively, well for them, and 


a ſort of happineſs in miſery, that the 


mercy | 


( 22 ) 


mercy of chriſtian executions gives reſ- 


pite for repentance, whereas the Jew- 
z/hþ revengers of blood hew'd down 
the murderer whereever they found him. 
The national fervor of that people was 


ſo hot againſt the manſlaycr, that the 


next of Kin, the next neighbour, or a- 


ny that would take the revenge of blood 


upon him was a legal avenger; and as, 
only in the caſe of unpremeditated mur- 
der the congregation was to judge be- 


tween the {layer and the revenger of 


blood, fo, where he lay under no ſuch re- 
ſtraint he hunted after his victim as a 
Lion docs after his prey, and the re— 
quital ſeem'd to be directed againſt foul 
and body together. » 
Bur the chriſtian murderer, tho' he 
is a much greater criminal, meets with 
mercy which he has not ſhew'd, and 


may prepare himſelf that the killer of 


his body may have no power to kill 
his ſoul. In this the chriſtian proſecu- 
tor may aſſiſt with his advice, his with- 
es and his prayers: In this every ary 
ian 
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reſt is mercy. 


wants, for even a due preparation for 
death is often obſtructed by the rave- 


e 
ſtian viſitant is oblig'd to give his help. 
Ah altho', in the caſe of this abomi- 
nable murder, the laws of God and man 


compel us to proſecute blood for blood; 


not only for Gods ſake, not only for 
our own, but that thoſe which remain 
may hear and fear, and henceforth com- 


mit, no more, any ſuch evil among us; 


yet here our juſtice ends, and all the 


IN mercy we may relieve their bodily 


ning cries of hunger and thirſt. In 
mercy we ought to enrol them in our 


publick and prone prayers, that God 


would open their hearts to acknowledge 
the vileneſs of their doings, and that 
they may find place for repentance, by 
ſeeking it earneſtly with tears. In every 
inſtance of charity to their ſouls we cannot 
go too far, according as onr zeal may 


prompt us, or abilities ſupport our ze; 
and even in bringing them ro juſtice 


our views ſhould be only charitable, as 
| charity, 


(24) 
charity, as the love of God, and the love 
of man for Gods ſake: for a regard to 
Gods honour and commands; to the 
publick ſafety and welfare; and to the 
wholfome warnings which ſpectacles of 
terrour may give, are principles which 
turn ſuch proſecutions into ſacrifices, 
and terminate all in love. I come now, 

III. To conſider the uſes we ought to 
make of the whole parallel caſe, 
and how we may probably prevent 

ſiuch future wickedneſs. EG 

As the fact of our Gzheathztes is now 
paſt recall, we cannot better ſhew that 
our hands have not ſhed this blood nei- 
ther have our eyes ſeen it; that is, we 
cannot better expiate for our guiltleſs 
delilement and ſhame, in that it was per- 
petrated among us, than by waſhing 
our conſciences from any concealment 
or extenuation of the inhuman deed, as 
we would our hands from the blood 
itſelf. 3 

Oos //ael hath expreſs'd its thoughts 

npon this polluted murder in as gh 
an 


(tes) 


and univerſal an indignation as ever 

old Iſrael could upon the murder of my 
text: and as there are monſtrous enhance- 
ments belonging to this crime, which 
make that other, in reſpect of it, to 
appear as nothing; ſo our chriſtian I/. 
rael, as one man, ſome few of Benjamin 
excepted, have raiſed their abhorrence 
to the ſingularity of the crime; and it 
was impoſſible under ſuch a juſt hatred 

to it, that the criminals ſhould eſcape. 
Bur that ſome of the ſtains of Ben- 
jamin belong to us, in that we, who, 
of all the tribes of {frael could moſt 
eaſily have apprehended them, ſuffered 
a price to be ſet upon their heads that 
they might not flee away; in that new 
ſchemes have been meditated to ſerve 
the murderers, as if ſome accident had 


„bruis'd and broken the carcaſe to that 
tdegree which appear'd; devolves aſhame 
Ss upon the guiltleſs among us, that any 
d _ would implicate themſelves in ſuch ac- 


ceſſory guilt, as to leave the divine 
vengeance for 'blood upon us, rather 


mt, 
LU 


(26) 


than ſuffer us to be cleans'd by the 


juſt ſhedding of blood. 
To them, who, by converſing with 


the word «a God, know the penalties 
which fall upon a people for the fin 
of blood, I cannot appear too zealous in 
What I have offer d, nor too ſevere in 


any part of the exaſperating argument. 
They who may think me ſo, would 


be otherways minded if they were bet- 
ter informed, or if they were not, ſome 
way or other, allied to the unhappy de- 


linquents. But they, together with us, 
ſhould conſider well, how diſengag'd we 


ought to be from partial affections, when 
God who will not ſpare may be pro- 


voked by our partiality, to puniſh us 
and our poſterity for the pollution of 
this blood. 

Ir any of thoſe looſe and diſſolute 
young men, who were companions with 
our criminals in their frequent riotings, 
chance to be my hearers, as it is too 


much a chance whenever they are; let 


them reflect, how merciful God Ss to 
77 them 


£5483 


NON > 
them that they were not in that grand 
diſorder, wherein a body, and perhaps 
a ſoul, was murderd ; and for which 
their comrades are like to come toa fear- 
ful end.. Let them conſider, that if 
they take not warning at a crime ſo a- 
bominable in it ſelf, ſo terrible in its 
conſequences; and which might have 
been their own, for any thing within 
them which cou'd have reſtrain'd them 
from it: Their dbſtruction will hkewiſe 
come upon them unawares, with leſs pity 

from men, leſs hope of pardon from 
God. For they, whoſe hearts are har- 
den'd againſt all impreſſions of terrour 
from ſufferings of others for crimes, which 
are, in great meaſure, their own; devote 
themſelves to wrath, by reſiſting the 
Spirit of grace ; and are fit for the 
oreateſt villanies which earth or hell can 

puniſh. . 
As forus, if it is ſhocking and ſhameful 
enough to have had one ſuch unparal- 
lel'd crime committed among us, let us 
bewail that paſt remiſneſs, as our part 
D 2 of 
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of the fin, whereby ſuch diſorderly 


wretches were left ſo unboundedly to 
themſelves, 


Tux neareſt part of that guilt lies at. 


thoſe maſters doors, who took no other 
care of their ſervants than as they ex- 
acted their labours; who held them to 
no obſervance of duties becoming: chri- 
 Kians, or even civiliz d men; and who, 


by ſlackneſs of all diſcipline toward 


them, made it a common obſervation, 


that their ſervants knew not ſo much 


as the out ward reſpect, which was due, 
even by the cap or civil language, to their 


very maſters. . 


Tux remoter part of the ſin may be 


charg' d upon all thoſe, who knew their 


domeſtick untowardneſs, their frequent 
extravagant ſallies, and brought them 


not under the correction of the magi- 
ſtrate for their daily growing faults. 
Tur may deeply bewail where they 
are, in that diſmal houſe of thought, 
chat no friendly ſeverity prevented them 


from ruſhipg into their preſent crime: 
EE _ 
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( 29) 
And now more than ever does it lie up- 
on us to unite in preſerving our poorer 
youth from future deſtruction, by a ſtrict 
eye upon their whole conduct, eſpecial- 
ly in their idle hours, that the Kandal 
they have given may not be repeated, 
and that they may have no time nor 
place for preſumptuous ſins. „ 
ABovE all, it becomes the church offi- 

cers, as a ſolemn part of their duty, to 

give warning firſt, and to be very care- 

ful afterwards, that none of theſe undiſ- 

| Ciplin'd ſervants prophane our holy 
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days. It has been an old cuſtom a- 
mong them to meet to game and exe- 
crate, when they ſhould have made up 
a part of the congregation in the pub- 
lick worſhip of God: they have remo- 
ved their haunts of ungodly concourſe, 
as often as they have fear'd diſcovery; 
but ſtill they have kept them ſome- 
where, to the hardening of themſelves 
in wickedneſs, If their maſters will not 
hinder this, they are puniſhable them- 
ſelves; if they cannot, the civił and 
4 | pariſh= 


( 30) 
pariſh-magiſtrate will give their coun- 
tenance and help. And they who have 
the leaſt regard to religion, let them 
object a inf it what they pleaſe, muſt 
own, that its influence and reſtraints 

kill the growth of abandon'd wicked- 


neſs. 


And now, O Lord, be merciful to thy 
People, whom thou haſt} redeewd, and 
lay not the guilt of this blood to our 
charge; and that we may put the guilt 
f all future blood from among us, make 
us, and thoſe thut belong to us, to do 


that which is right in thy ſight, O Lord. 
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